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Seminar on
Investing in Children in LATVIA:
EU policy instruments and funding opportunities

17 October 2014

EC Representation in Riga

Eiropas Savienības māja, Rīga, Aspazijas bulvāris 28

Tel.: +371 67085400

Fax: +371 67085448

E-mail: comm-rep-latvia@ec.europa.eu

Introduction

Target group 

This seminar is designed primarily for national and local officials responsible for the implementation of the European Social Fund (ESF) either as Managing Authorities or as ESF project promoters. Other envisaged participants are academics and NGOs and the Latvian member of the SPC.
Description and objectives 

In February 2013 the European Commission adopted the Recommendation “Investing in Children- breaking the cycle of disadvantage” (REC) as part of the Social Investment Package. The Recommendation recalls that investment in children is not only a fair but also a cost efficient approach, contributing to long term growth. It invites Member States to step up their efforts and grasp opportunities provided by EU instruments.

The issue is most relevant in Latvia where children are more at risk of poverty and social exclusion than the overall population. Also, the lack of adequate, affordable and accessible child care facilities in particular for children under three is a particular challenge. In the context of Europe 2020, the EU’s growth strategy, the European Commission and the European Council recently called on the MSs to enhance “the provision of child-care facilities, in particular for children below three years of age, (…) improve access to high quality and inclusive pre-school and school education for marginalised communities”. 

The 2014 CSRs argue that Latvia should among other things reform social assistance and its financing further to ensure better coverage, adequacy of benefits, strengthened activation and targeted social services; increase coverage of active labour market policies and improve the cost-effectiveness, quality and accessibility of its healthcare system.

The seminar will highlight recent policy developments, the main EU instruments which can support Latvia in delivering reforms as well as present ESIF projects from various Member States. It will provide a space for Managing Authorities to discuss lessons from the past and how to move forward in the new programming period 2014-2020. 

Learning methodology
Participants will be encouraged to intervene and present their experience.

Language

The seminar will be conducted in the Latvian language with English interpretation
Date
17 October 2014
Scheduled time 

9:30 – 17:30 
Venue

EC Representation in RIGA, contact person Artis STRAUTIŅŠ 
Address: Eiropas Savienības māja, Rīga, Aspazijas bulvāris 28
Draft Programme 17 October Europa House in Riga
	9:30 – 10:00
	Welcome and short introduction


	
	Moderator/chair:  Ansis BOGUSTOVS Journalist in EU affairs.

	
	Līvija LIEPIŅA, Director of Children and Family Policy Department Ministry of Welfare of the Republic of Latvia 

	
	Jeļena ĀBOLA,  Head of the Communication Unit of the Permanent Representation of the European Commission in Latvia


	10:00 – 11:15
	Setting the scene: key challenges and policy reforms

	10:00 – 10:20
	The EU’s 2014 Recommendations for Latvia, and the EC Recommendation on Investing in children: breaking the cycle of disadvantage, the EU’s approach and policy instruments by Julius OP DE BEKE  of the European Commission DG Employment Social affairs and Inclusion  

	10:20 – 10:40
	Assessment of the key challenges by Taņa LĀCE of Riga Stradins University, she is the Latvian Member of the European Network of Independent Experts on Social Inclusion

	10:40 – 11:00
	Policy response and recent policy reforms in Latvia by Maksims IVANOVS from the Latvian Ministry of Welfare 

	11:00 – 11:15
	Discussion 

	
	

	11:15 – 11:30
	Break

	
	

	11:30 – 13:00
	Novelties and opportunities for investing in children through EU funding instruments

	11:30 – 11:50
	Overview of available financial instruments by Baiba STANKĒVIČA of the Ministry of Welfare  

	11:50 – 12:10
	Structural and Investment Funds 2014-2020 in Latvia: state of play by Edgars ŠADRIS, Ministry of Finance, Director of EU Funds Strategy Department

	12:10 – 12:30
	Fund For Aid to the Most Deprived (FEAD  by Zane LASMANE of the Ministry of Welfare

	12:30 – 12:50
	Implementing the SIFs in partnership with NGOs, Latvian NGO representing the EU Alliance on Investing in Children by Daiga EIDUKA 

	12:50 – 13:00
	Discussion:



	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch break



	
	

	14:00 – 15:00
	Best Practice: Bulgarian SOS Children's Villages Association 

	14:00 – 14:30
	Examples from Bulgaria: what we can learn from DI and how to develop preventive services in cooperation with municipalities by Radostina PANEVA of SOS Children`s Villages International office CEE/CIS


	14:30 – 15:00
	Discussion



	15:00 – 15:30
	Break



	15:30 – 17:00
	Presentation of two more good  practices from the EPIC database
How institutionalization is best prevented through better parenting support


	15:30 – 16:15
	Incredible Years – parent support programme, the experience in Estonia by
Anniki LAI of the Estonian Ministry of Social Affairs


	16:15 – 17:00
	Triple P – parent support by Carine KIELSTRA Head Triple P Netherlands


	17:00 – 17:30
	Wrapping up and Conclusions by the chair
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